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The Situation for Irregular Marine Arrivals (Boat People)

Since the last Newsletter there have been many
changes and we have been busy trying keeping up
with them.

Refugees have been released on Community
Detention. They have a document but it is not a
visa nor is it an Identity card. They receive
approximately $430 per fortnight. They may not
work, must reside in the appointed place and must
report to their contact person as directed. There are
some restrictions on their movement.

The latest change, as set out in Fact Sheet 65,
dated 29/3/12 is a Bridging E visa. These holders
may work and chose their place of residence,
receive basic living expenses (89% Centrelink
benefit), 89% of rental assistance, essential health
care and torture & trauma counseling. They too
must report to their contact person as required.
You can access the latest Fact Sheet 65 by going to
http://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-
sheets/650onshore-processing-irregular-maritime-
arrivals.htm.

All these are an improvement on a Detention
Centre but our Villawood visitors are as busy as
ever.

Villawood Report

Mary Arch writes:

The great news is that our group of visitors is
growing which means we are more able to get
around to supporting the asylum seekers and
refugees on our ever expanding list.

We have a team who visit the families and singles
in ‘Housing’ at Villawood Immigration Detention
Centre. There are approximately 20 adults and 5
children in ‘Housing’. Even though it is a low
security facility, things have been pretty tough there
for a few months now. Since November last year 2
people in ‘Housing’ have died. The visiting team
have been helping the asylum seekers with their
English and have also liaised with SERCO staff to
get a vegetable garden established. They’re doing a
great job considering all the challenges they have
had.

Another team focuses on visiting those in the
medium level security facility at Villawood IDC

(Stage 2/3). There are around 33 men on the list.
They are mostly Hazara, Tamil or Iranian. On our
visits we share food, enjoy conversation and play
games. Some in our team also concentrate on
advocacy and have a lot of work each week getting
around to all those who have difficult cases. A
smaller number of visitors also visit 13 men in the
higher security facility (Stage 1).

Some of our visitors also try and follow up those
who have been released into the community.
Thankfully the number of those who are released is
growing but it is a big challenge to get around to
everybody. We have about 45 single men and 7
families on our community list.

There are also 3 men who are in prison following a
disturbance at the centre and some of our visiting
team have been involved in visiting them. We are
hoping that these men will be released back to
Villawood IDC soon.

The main needs at Villawood IDC are for
friendship and moral support as well as some help
with advocacy. There is also a need for support
with English learning. In the community, our
friends need support with a whole range of things
including finding accommodation, finding
employment, learning English, learning how to get
around and establishing networks. Some of our
visitors have also offered accommodation to those
who have been released.

Even though our visitors visit Villawood IDC once
a week or once a fortnight, there is often a lot of
follow up work that occurs in between. This may
involve emails, letter writing, phone calls or
attending hearings and meetings. Our team are so
generous with their time and resources.

Mary Arch 26 March, 2012




The Cupboard Was Bare

All these visa changes have put a great strain on our
friends at The House of Welcome which settles
refugees into the community. It is short of food.
They compiled a list of foods they need:

Rice driedlentils/peas, sliced bread
(brownorwhite). breakfast cereal, sweet
biscuits/crackers, sugar, flour, cooking oil, dried
fruit, eggs, honey, jam, long life (UHT) milk,
healthy juices, tinned fish, noodles (esp 2 min.
noodles), pasta, tea & coffee, cooking spices, long
lasting cakes.

Non-food items:

Dishwashing detergent/ liquid, sponges/surface
wipes, razor blades, shaving foam,
shampoo/conditioner, soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, washing powder, toilet paper, bin liners,
nappies (different sizes) baby Wipes, boxes of
tissues, deodorant.

Cash donations are tax deductible.

Jo Lee, Volunteer & Activities Coordinator of The
House of Welcome says, ‘Thank you very much for
taking the time to buy and organise the recent food
deliveries from BMRSG members. The kitchen
items and toiletries are particularly significant for
us and the one off treats are a great gift for people.’

Jo & Patrick of The House of Welcome loading the
shelves with donated food.
Photograph Noeline Nagle 2012

'Monster Raffle Prizes

Raffle to be drawn on 19 May, 2012

1. Double pass for APT day tour. Value Up to $400 depending on destination

2. Painting by Norah McGree, Fire Dance monotype in acrylic & pastel. Value $400
3. Framed Oil Painting by Geoff Lane, Wild Seas Value $125

4. Framed Oil Painting by Geoff Lane, Pool in Dunes Value $125

5. Handmade Quilt 1.5m x 1.25m Value $75

6. Auto XL Car Cooler Value $60

Our many thanks go to the generous people who have donated the prizes for our
Monster Raffle

Alison says, Thank you all very much for giving your time to our very successful
street stall in Springwood and Leura this Easter weekend. Not only did we sell heaps
of raffle tickets but this was a wonderful opportunity to talk to people about the
plight of refugees and asylum seekers in detention in Australia.

As well as the raffle ticket sales we also sold some t-shirts and received some cash
donations. Thanks to your amazing efforts we raised over $1200.00. Didn’t we do
well!



Band Concert

Folk — Rock - Latin Bands
Neil & friends,

Danko's Dilemma, Bonnie Doon, King Parrot Samba
Springwood High School 19 May, 7.30pm to 11pm
Supper available
Admission: $15, unwaged: $10, family: $25
Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group
Project of Blue Mountains Family Support Service Inc.

www.bmrsg.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/BlueMountainsRefugeeSupportGroup

Refugee Art Exhibition
10.00 am - 4.00 pm
8 June - 24 June 2012 (Friday to Sunday only)
Braemar Gallery

104 Macquarie Rd Springwood
Extraordinary Art works produced under detention conditions
No entry , donations welcome

Contact: Mary Arch 4754 2552 mearch@bigpond.com

Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group
Project of Blue Mountains Family Support Service Inc

Fundraising Lunch
Once again enjoy Sid’s lovely Thai food
12.40 — 3.00 pm
16 June, 2012
Mid Mountains Centre  New Street, Lawson

$30 + $20 tax deductible donation. Contact Nicole 0410 146 053
hicoleluhrs@hutmail.com

Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group
Project of Blue Mountain Family support Service Inc.

If you send your email to bmrsg@aapt.net.au you will help us to save postage. If you prefer
a hard copy we shall continue to send the Newsletter by post.
Donations Treasurer, BMRSG, P O Box 197, KATOOMBA NSW 2780.

Further information can be found on our website www.bmrsg.org.au
M. Standen April. 2012




April 2012
Dear Friends

Once again we need to appeal to the generosity of our members. After ten years of
our group's existence its help is still needed, perhaps more than every, by asylum
seekers who are living in the community with insufficient resources such as for
example those who are in community detention. They receive $430 per fortnight and
may not work.

The Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group supports such people via two important
charities: the House of Welcome and the Bridge for Asylum Foundation. At present
we provide $500 per month to each charitable organisation which is a modest but
reliable contribution. We also provide some support for the visitors to Villawood IDC.

BMRSG also provides assistance in the form of goods such as furniture, bedding,
computers, sports equipment, etc. to those who are released from detention.

Services such as English tuition are provided by our members to asylum seekers and
refugees living in the community.

A very important activity continues to be visitation to the Villawood Immigration
Detention Centre. There are now many more members involved in this and they
provide friendship and support. We are fortunate to have members with skills in legal
and submission work who can sometimes obtain positive results for detainees.

The support doesn't cease when people are released from detention. Our visitors
maintain contact with and often provide essential help to families with young children
and others.

Those of you with access to the Internet can read about our activities on
www.bmrsg.org.au or you can see us on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/BlueMountainsRefugeeSupportGroup

You are invited to contribute to our appeal for funds. Payment can be by cheque or
by direct transfer to the BMRSG bank account: BSB 062 559, Account No. 1018
3402.

Your generous response to this appeal is essential to the continuation of our work
and will be much appreciated.

You will receive a tax deductible receipt.
Warm regards

George Winston AM
Secretary



