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Refugee Week 19 — 26 June

TAFE students beside the Cage in
Katoomba
9 June 2011 Photographer M. Standen

Wentworth Falls TAFE students Abbie Deam, Michelle Seers, Nykita Stephens, Shane Mehew,
Katherine Jennealy, Lisa Bunting, Stacey Evers, and Jaimi Wilson were shocked to learn that there were over
1,000 children detained in detention camps by the Australian Government.

“Then let us do something to tell other people,” urged their teacher Johanna Iren. So inspired they
had a cage made to represent detention barriers and gathered hundreds of children’s shoes to represent the
children behind barbed wire. On a bleak Thursday on 9 June the students set the cage up outside the
Carrington in Katoomba and distributed information leaflets to people passing by. The Rotary Club of
Katoomba joined to provide the BBQ. It was a wonderful community effort.

The Cage of Children’s
Shoes in Springwood

20 June 2011
Photographer A.Sloan




Two concerned citizens signing letters requesting
the immediate release of children into the

community.
Photographer A Sloan Springwood Town Centre

Two hundred and thirty letters were signed and
forwarded to the Minister for Immigration Sen Chris
Bowen. As a result of this campaign and other similar
campaigns families with children are now being
released into the community.

Freedom from Fear Breakfast organised by the
Presbyterian Mission Action Group drew a crowd
which filled the hall with people to hear Graeme
Swincer and Mary Arch speak of their experiences
working with refugees here and abroad.

On 19 June Springwood Uniting Church invited
Joanna Lee from The House of Welcome to address
the congregation on the many ways they assist

= 1 refugees to settle into the community.
It was a busy week!

Freedom from Fear Breakfast
Springwwod Photographer M. Arch



The Blue Mountains Support Group (BMRSG) is a project of Blue Mountains Family Support Service
Inc.

Annual Report 2010-11

We have now been operating for ten years and the situation for asylum seekers and refugees remains a sad one.
Both political parties continue to reject the need for a humanitarian approach to the issue of the’ boat’ people. The
detention centres are full and the processing of these unfortunate people is taking longer and longer. Even when the
matter of refugee status is decided the checking by ASIO becomes another barrier to their release into the community.
These lengthy periods of detention inevitable lead to mental health issues and unrest in the centres.

However, families with children are now being released into the community as they await processing. This is
no doubt the result of the ground swell of community disgust led by the support groups such as ours and Chilout.

Direct Help

We have continued to raise money from direct appeals, raffles and a bush dance. This has enabled us to
continue to support financially The House of Welcome, Bridges for Asylum Seekers, the Asylum Seekers Centre and
individuals in need. We contributed to the cost of the GetUp advertisement in the Blue Mountains Gazette.

Our dedicated band of visitors has continued to visit Villawood to bring comfort and support to these detainees,
especially those who have been detained for very long periods of time. Bernard Gow’s art classes have been well
received.

Our members have responded quickly and generously to requests for articles of clothing, bedding, school
uniforms, furnishings, bicycles, toys etc which were needed by several families recently released from detention. One
request for a Christmas tree and lights brought joy to an excited family.

Advocacy
We have continued to meet with and write to politicians of both persuasions emphasizing these issues:
+ Living conditions in detention centres especially Villawood
* Mandatory detention
* Delays in processing refugees’ claims leading to mental health problems
» Contracting out of services to private enterprise.
» Release of detainees without adequate immediate assistance
» Access to education post school
* Greater access to English classes
* Review of resettlement procedures
» Review of work rights for Bridging Visa holders
* The need for the Government to prepare for future climate change refugees from the Pacific Islands.

Direct Action

Letters and articles have been published in the Blue Mountains Gazette and the Penrith Star advertising our
‘hands on’ activities.

A letter writing campaign urging the release of children from detention proved successful.

Refugee Week activities included information stalls held in the main streets of Katoomba and Springwood, a
Freedom from Fear Breakfast, a church service and a choral concert. The large numbers of people involved in these
activities gives us hope that change is possible.

I would like to thanks all our members who responded so promptly and so willingly to all requests for
assistance. We especially thank the Wentworth Falls TAFE students and teacher who so ably organized the cage of
shoes to represent the children in detention. This attracted much attention and action in Katoomba and Springwood.

My sincere thanks go to our Secretary, George Winston and members of the Committee for their continued
support.

Once again we sincerely thank the Blue Mountains Family Support Service for its continued support and
encouragement.

Marie Standen Chairperson July, 2011
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