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The past year has been very challenging for the Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group. The number
of refugees seeking asylum in Australia has raised concerns among many members of the community
and also at the level of government. Alas a suitable equitable and humane solution has not been
reached in the Parliament.

There have been welcome changes to the detention system, which have seen some refugees released
into the community on Community Detention and some on Bridging visas. However, the plight of
those refugees who have been granted refuge status but have been refused security clearances from
ASIO is a matter of grave concern. We are awaiting the result of the High Court challenge.

Direct Help

We have continued to provide the House of Welcome and the Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation
with $500 a month and have provided additional financial support when requested. We responded to a
request from Mamre House for $556 being half the cost of railing around their playground.

Our members have responded generously to appeals for food, toys, clothing, household goods, kitchen
utensils and other goods needed by detainees recently released into the community.

We have provided some financial assistance to one of our members to enable her to undertake an
accredited course for Prison and Hospital Chaplains through Westmead Hospital.

Villawood Visitors

There are now 22 dedicated members visiting Villawood on a regular basis to provide company,
friendship and advocacy especially to those who have been in detention for long periods of time. The
increase in the number of refugees living in the community, mainly in the mid west of Sydney, has
added to the visitors' workload.

Fundraising

To finance all these activities we have held a Bush Dance, Band Concert, run raffles and sought direct
donations from our members. The good attendance at these functions has encouraged us to organise
more fund raising activities later in 2012.

Our Application for a Federal Government Volunteers Grant was successful to the tune of $3,999.
This enabled us to purchase a new banner, a shelter and give the Villawood visitors some welcome
financial assistance towards their travelling costs. We shall apply again.




Direct Action

As in past years we continue to lobby personally and by written letter politicians of all persuasions
emphasizing many the same issues namely:

» conditions in Villawood Detention Centre

 mandatory detention

+ mental health of detainees

« access to English classes especially on release

* adequate assistance to detainees released into the community

* need for the government to prepare for future climate change refugees.

In November a forum, Overcoming Adversity was held in Lawson and attracted a large crowd and
initiated much discussion.

The Christinas picnic at Wilson Park in Lawson attracted many of our members but the attendance of
the refugees from The House of Welcome was disappointing. It will be reviewed in 2012.

Refugee Week Activities included a stall in the main street of Springwood, a church service, visits to
schools and an art exhibition.

The Art Show in Braemar Gallery of the works of the Refugee Art Project titled Life in Limbo was
an outstanding success. It was a most moving collection of art works well received by the general
public as well as our many friends. Over the three weekends the number of people who visited the
gallery would have filled the Springwood Civic Centre several times. Many generous donations were
received to assist the Refugee Art Project.

Conversations with a Refugee went to five high schools and reached 1600 school students. Their
teachers have reported a change in the attitudes of many of their students. We aimed to reach them
before they vote in the next election. The three refugees who spoke with the students were most
impressive and are making a worthwhile contribution to our country.

Our tireless fundraiser George Winston has announced that he wishes to stand down from organising
fund raising activities. There is no adequate way of thanking George for his monumental efforts over
the past decade. Without his efforts we could not have provided financial support to so many refugees.

Our thanks must go to the Blue Mountains Family Support Service Inc. for their continued support and
encouragement. We particularly express our appreciation to the Chairperson of the BMFSS, Suzie
Van Opdorp and the Manager, Angelique Sasagi who patiently assisted us to develop a more formal
structure for our Group.

My sincere thanks go to our Secretary, George Winston, our Treasurer, Michael Morley and the
Committee for their ongoing support and efforts.

Marie Standen
Chairperson
July. 2012



