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CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS

Back in 2001 when a small group of concerned citizens got together and decided that they
needed to do something about the mistreatment of asylum seekers, little did they know, or
expect, that in 2013 the need would be greater. Over recent years the Australian public has
seen both major parties join the race to see who can be the harshest on a group of people who
have been through ordeals that very few Australians have any concept of.

Prior to the election | wrote to the Prime Minister, Minister for Immigration, Senator Cameron,
the Leader of the Opposition and Immigration Spokesperson. In those letters | called on them
to bring an end to the political rhetoric of “Stop the boats” and using drowning men, women
and children to promote their cause. | also asked them to explain what happens to the asylum
seekers once the boats are stopped? What happens to these people who are fleeing for their
lives? Do they stay in countries such as Indonesia and Malaysia who do not recognise asylum
seekers? Stay in places where just being an asylum seeker can put them in prison for up to 10
years? Where they have no access to education, employment or health services? Of course
asylum seekers can go back home, but what are they going home to? For many asylum seekers
the answer to this question is prison, torture or death.

Politicians say arriving without a valid visa is
illegal, but many of the countries that the
asylum seekers come from are places where
Australian embassies, if present, do not issue
visas and those that do reject visa
applications if they believe there is a With ceurage-let-us-alt-combine
potential of the applicant seeking asylum on
arrival.

For those ¥

We've-boundlese-plaiits to share;

To-Advance-Australia Fair,

All of us weep with sorrow for every single ~
life that is lost at sea, whether they are part .
of the official count or simply those who *

have disappeared. But we know that for
these people, getting on a leaky boat seems
their only choice if they wish a normal life for them  Image posted on a Facebook page

and their family. There is no queue, UNHCR is

virtually inaccessible in both Indonesia and Malaysia and if by some chance an asylum seeker is
processed and classified as a refugee you then wait 40 years to be resettled.

But it is also important that we do not forget the more than 10,000 asylum seekers and
refugees that are still being held in detention in Australia. Some of these people have been
held for over 4 years without having committed a criminal offence.

Australia’s problem is a lack of leadership, morals and will power displayed by our political
leaders. Now more than ever it is time for all concerned Australians to stand up, be active and
be heard.

Page 1 of 11

Find us on the web at www.bmrsg.org.au or on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/BlueMountainsRefugeeSupportGroup



sssssssssssss

W SR Al
W Ay

HAVE WE ACHIEVED OUR AIMS?

The aims of the Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group (BMRSG) are to:

® Provide financial support to asylum seekers and refugees in the community;
® Provide practical assistance to those released from detention;

® Provide support to asylum seekers in detention; and

® Raise public awareness of refugee and asylum seeker issues.

Over the last 12 months we have been achieving the aims through the diligent work of our
many members and supports. Outlined below are examples of how we are meeting our aims.

PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES IN THE COMMUNITY

While BMRSG provides those in need with financial assistance, we are very conscious of the
need to ensure that we do not build a dependency and the long term goal is to create self-
sufficiency.

1. Refugees in the community.
Financial support is provided by assisting those in need to cover such things as clothing,
electricity, food, gas and medical related expenses. For those with school aged children
we also assist with school expenses such as uniform and stationary.

We all make monthly donations to the House of Welcome and the Bridge for Asylum
Seekers Foundation.

2. Asylum seekers in the community
A change in Federal Government policy has seen a large increase in the number of
asylum seekers arriving since mid-2012
being released into the community on
temporary visas while being provided
with limited financial and practical
support. Working with the Tamil Refugee
Assistance Network and other contacts,
we have been able to identify many of
those in need who have been released
into Western Sydney.

Members who regularly visit these asylum
seekers in their home and where a need is
identified to address that need by
purchasing food, contributing to electricity A roof over their heads but nothing else
costs or any other items as needed.

3. Employment Training.
This is a new venture in which we offer asylum seekers who have work rights and
refugees interest free loans to pay for the cost of training. Recently we provided a loan
to enable the completion of forklift driving training. These loans are repayable over an
agreed period of time.
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PROVIDE PRACTICAL ASSISTANCE TO THOSE RELEASED FROM DETENTION;

There are many forms of practical assistance provided to asylum seekers and refugees. As a
guestimate, this assistance would equated to approximately 20 person days per week and
distances travelled well over 1,000 of kilometres a week. The assistance provided can generally
be broken up into the following areas.

® Home visits.
A number of our members regularly visit those who have been released from detention.
® Provide transport.
Provision of transport can occur in a number of ways.

o Providing push bikes to reduce the dependency on public transport. Most
asylum seekers and refugees into do not receive travel concessions. So public
transport fares can eat very heavily into the small amount that they receive.

o Driving people to enable them to do their shopping, to medical appointments,
meeting and many more activities.

o Driving people to the Villawood Immigration Detention Centre to enable them to
visit family members still in detention. For over 2 years we have been driving a
mother and her children to Villawood to visit her husband and more recently we
have also be driving a mother and her 7 children to Villawood.

¢ Provision of furniture and household items.
Over the recent months this has been a
significant focus of our activities. We
have been collecting and delivering car,
trailer and truck loads of furniture and
household items to scores of homes in
Sydney.

The response and generosity of the
community has been over whelming
and it is reassuring to see that there are
a vast number of people out there who
are also disgusted at the treatment of
asylum seekers and refugees. The
common word we hear is “ashamed”. Loading up a trailer with furniture

e Employment and further education.
This involves working with those who are seeking employment or further education to
develop a resume and identify their skills and interview preparation.

Members involved in this activity also canvas employers to encourage them to employ
asylum seekers. This program has been very successful and has resulted in a growing
number of employers employing asylum seekers and refugees.

® Assistance with document preparation and research.
Assistance is provided in preparing letters, completion of forms and preparing material
to be used in the review process.
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Provide support to asylum seekers in detention

BMRSG also provides support and assistance to those in detention in many ways:

Many of our members regularly visit Villawood and have formed many friendships with
those in detention. Visitors talk, listen, play games, assist detainees learn every day
English and share meals. During difficult times all that may be needed is a hug or just
being there for them.

On occasions we are able to assist
them on a more practical level. This
year we were able to purchase a
large number of small woollen
jackets at a fantastic low price. So
during winter when we noticed an
asylum seeker/refugee that did not
have a coat we gave them one. But it
did look strange when you saw a lot
of men and women wearing identical
jackets.

Assistance with document
preparation and research. While BMRSG
cannot provide migration or legal advice,
we have a number of members who assist detainees and their lawyers in research and
preparation documents. There are many in the legal profession who work pro-bono.
Assisting with the reading and writing of letters, giving character references or the
completing of forms.

Conducting school holiday activities for the children held in detention.

.......
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Villawood — Blaxland Complex

RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER ISSUES.

Raising public awareness is something that we encourage everyone to do. It can be a letter to
the Editor of a newspaper, talking to someone, or writing a letter to a politician. If you are a
member of BMRGS you can sign off your letter with “Member of Blue Mountains Refugee
Support Group”, if you are a supporter, just state that you are a “Supporter of..”.

This has been achieved in a number of ways:

Writing to Government.

Many letters have been written to members or parliament over the past year.
Participating in rallies and marches to highlight asylum seeker and refugee issues
Our members have attended various rallies in Sydney this year.

Lobbying politicians

Most of our lobbying on specific asylum seeker issues has been conducted through
Senator Doug Cameron. Over the past year a Senator Cameron’s follow through issues
raised has resulted in many positive outcomes or at least in getting answers as to why
decisions or actions were taken.
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¢ Public events.
This year we have held several public events including:

O

O O O O

O

The screening of the documentary Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea in
Springwood.

Mamre Homestead Dinner

Springwood Foundation Day.

Bunnings BBQ.

A stall in Leura Mall over Easter.

Refugee Week double page spread in the Blue Mountains Gazette.

e Working with other groups and organisations.
BMRSG working with many different organisations including:

O

O O O O 0O O O

O

Amnesty International;

Balmain for Refugees;

Bridge for Asylum Seekers;

Coalition for Asylum Seekers, Refugees and Detainees (CARAD) Inc
Deep Blue Sea Film;

House of Welcome;

Red Cross;

Service for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors
(S.T.ART.TS.);

Tamil Refugee Assistance Network; and

The University of Sydney.
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STATISTICS

The graph below makes a mockery of the claim that the Howard Government Pacific Solution
worked. The UN figures show that during the period 2001 — 2006 that there was a worldwide
drop in the number of people seeking asylum.

Flow of Afghan, Iraqi and Sri Lankan asylum seekers:
M Australia WUSA MCanada MUK MOther Europe
160000 2001: US-led wars commence in 2008: Sri Lankan Gov't
| Afghanistan and Iraq. withdraws from ceasefire
140000 2002: Peace keepers arrive in with Tamil Tigers. Civil
Afghanistan. unrest intensifies.
120000 The Taliban rejects peace
2007: US talks in Afghanistan,
100000 troop surge
inlraq.
80000
60000 - 2005: State of
emergency
declared in Sri
40000 Lanka.
20000 - l l
0 T =
2001 2002 2005 007 2008 2009 2010

Sources: UNHCR Asylum Levels and Trends in Industrialized Countries (2005-2010), UNHCR
Statistical Online Database
(Asylum seekers originating from, 2001-2004), UNHCR Statistical Yearbook (2004).

The number of people in immigration detention, who arrived unlawfully by air or boat was
10,949 or approximately 97% of the total immigration detention population.

People in Immigration Detention by Arrival Type

0. 2305 _87
87 |

M Visa Over Stayers (305)

W Visa Cancellations (87)

M Foreign Fishers (0)

M Irregular Maritime Arrivals (10860)
4 Unauthorised Air Arrivals (87)

M Inadequately Documented Crew

Members (0)
M Other - eg. Stowaways, ship deserters (2)
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People in Immigration Detention Facilities and Alternative Places of Detention

Place of immigration detention Men Women Children Total
Christmas Island IDC 1238 1238
Curtin IDC 811 811
Maribyrnong IDC 75 16 91
Northern IDC (Darwin) 535 26 561
Perth IDC 32 9 6 47
Scherger IDC 217 217
Villawood IDC 325 56 381
Wickham Point IDC 943 943
Yongah Hill IDC 428 428
Total in IDCs 4604 81 32 4717
Perth Immigration Residential Housing 4 4 5 13
Port Augusta Immigration Residential Housing 18 18 26 62
Sydney Immigration Residential Housing 8 11 18 37
Adelaide Immlgratlon Transit 9 3 1 13
Accommodation
Brisbane Immigration Transit Accommodation 19 8 22 49
Melbourne Immlgratlon Transit 111 61 105 277
Accommodation
Tota! in Ir‘nmlgratlc‘m Residential H.ousmg and 160 105 177 51
Immigration Transit Accommodation
Alternative PIac:as of Qetentlon (Christmas 412 494 627 1533
Island and Coco's Keeling Island)

Alternative Places of Detention (Mainland) 411 514 895 1820
Restricted on Board Vessels in Port

Total 5596 1194 1731 8521
People in Community under Residence 860 634 1326 2820

Determination

Source: Immigration Detention Statistics Summary 31 May 2013
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Source: Immigration Detention Statistics Summary 31 May 2013

The number of people by nationality in Immigration Detention Facilities and Alternative Places

of Detention.

Nationalities Adult Child (<18 years) Total
Male Female Male Female
Iran 1464 501 261 175 2401
Sri Lanka 805 216 226 121 1368
Afghanistan 806 42 225 44 1117
Pakistan 413 17 38 9 477
Iraq 279 57 52 32 420
Vietnam 340 61 129 38 568
Bangladesh 168 2 170
Indonesia 238 17 21 3 279
China, Peoples Republic Of 78 29 107
Myanmar 7 4 1 3 15
Other 998 250 215 136 1599
Total 5596 1194 1170 561 8521

Source: Immigration Detention Statistics Summary 31 May 2013

The number of people in immigration detention month to month continues to fluctuate,
predominantly due to the changing pattern of irregular maritime arrivals. The number of
irregular maritime arrivals in December 2012 and January 2013 were down compared to the

preceding 11 months. Arrivals since February 2013 have increased and contributed to the high
number of people in immigration detention.

Population in Immigration Detention
14000
Including Foreign Fishers
12000 —— Excluding Foreign Fishers
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Source: Immigration Detention Statistics Summary 31 May 2013

RECOMMENDED READING

The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif
by Najaf Mazari, Robert Hillman

THE RUG-Md

Mazar-g

o Still Counting the Dead: Survivor's of Sri Lanka's Hidden War
COLUNTING Frances Harrison
THE DEAD

Sarviven o 5 Laska s |1Bkon Wr

FRASICES HARHPOS

The Cage
By Gordon Weiss
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BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

BMRSG would like to thank the following businesses and organisations for their support during

¥ Megalong Books

183 THE MALL, LEURA NSW 2780

27 ATTUNGA RD, BLAXLAND

Hubbard
Locksmiths LizzARDS PRESCHOOL

846 HAWKESBURY RD,
HAWKESBURY HEIGHTS

109 BEE FARM RD, SPRINGWOOD

BLUE MOUNTAINS

EST 1981

3 i

THE TURNING PAGE HA'PENNY LANE, KATOOMBA
125 MACQUARIE RD, SPRINGWOOD

elizabeth evatt

community legal centre
4 STATION STREET, KATOOMBA

GOVETTS LEAP RD, BLACKHEATH

5%

SPRINGWOOD UNITING CHURCH

’ Rotary Club of Blackheath Inc.

4 LEWIN STREET, SPRINGWOOD
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CONTACT INFORMATION
BLUE MOUNTAINS REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP
PosTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 197 KATOOMBA NSW 2780
TELEPHONE: SECRETARY — GEORGE WINSTON (02) 4782 7866
WEBSITE: BMRSG.ORG.AU
FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.COM/BLUEMOUNTAINSREFUGEESUPPORTGROUP

E-mAIL: BMRSG@AAPT.NET.AU

A PROJECT OF

BLUE MOUNTAINS FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICE INC.

ADDRESS: 2 STATION STREET, KATOOMBA NSW 2780
TELEPHONE: (02) 4782 1555

E-mAIL: BMFSS@PNC.COM.AU

WEBSITE: BMFSS.ORG.AU
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