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Minutes Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group AGM 2023

Date: 11 November 2023
Chair: Jane McQueen
Acknowledgement of Country: Julie Martin

Julie Martin acknowledged the country of Darug and Gundungarra and acknowledged
the deep connections of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and affirmed that this
always was, always is and always will be Aboriginal land and that Sovereignty has never
been ceded.

Attendance:

Jane McQueen, Judy Lynch, Barbara Barnard, Julie Martin, Jackie Mayers, Noeline Nagle,
Sulojana Sribalan, Roger Grealy, Laurie Brackenreg, Eva Trcka, Jude Finch, Mary
Waterford, Joy Connor, Senthil Kasiannan, Susie Van Opdorp, Dorothy Hoddinott, Liz
Wong, Guy Power, Grant Medaris, Anne Henderson, lJill Gillespie, Pat Rayner, Eunice
Goodberg, Brendan Doyle, Percy Wong, Peggy Goldsmith, Ken Bernoth, Marion Davie,
Prue Kozlovsky, Leona Kieran, Susan Lammiman, Peter Lammiman

Apologies:
Kate & Mike Blakeney, Kath Herbert, Marion Davies, Chris Shanley, Mark Greenhill, Penny
Park, Robyn Reichal, Jill Hogwood, Hal & Heather Ginges

Minutes of 2022 AGM: Moved Barbara Barnard/ Seconded Pat Rayner Carried
Presentation of Annual Report: Moved Jill Gillespie/ Seconded Judith Lynch Carried
Presentation of Financial Report: Laurie Brackenreg

Laurie presented the end of the year figures and drew attention to the pie chart in the
Annual Report, which highlighted the areas of large expenses. BMRSG continues to
support Refugee families and individuals with their rent and food expenses, which
constitutes a large portion of the spending.

He also pointed to the fact that a large portion was set aside for legal support and some
amounts were provided to other organisations who provide support for refugees.

Election of Office Bearers:
Returning Officer - Councillor Suzie Van Opdorp

Executive

Chairperson - Kathie Herbert
Deputy Chairperson — Judith Lynch
Secretary — Jane McQueen
Treasurer — Laurie Brackenreg
Assistant Treasurer — Eva Trcka

Members

Roger Grealy
Senthil Kasiannan
Barbara Barnard
Jill Gillespie

Pat Rayner
Sulojan Sribalan

Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group Inc | Annual Report 2023-2024



Review of membership fee

It was decided to continue with a fixed membership fee of $20.

The motion moved Julie Martin/ seconded Laurie Brackenreg. Unanimous
Acknowlegements

Jane McQueen thanked Suzie van Opdorp for acting as Returning Officer.
Jane McQueen thanked the outgoing members Julie Martin and Zac Quinn.

Jane thanked Zac for the generous donations from RoseyRavelston books to BMRSG. Zac
and Catherine are great advocates for the welfare of refugees and regularly contribute to
the cause. They have generously offered space for BMRSG Committee meetings at the
RoseyRavelston bookshop.

Judy Lynch acknowledged the confributions of Julie Martin on behalf of BMRSG and the
Committee. She said... “we would like to thank you for all the work you have done at the
time of the BMRSG's incorporation. Your attention to detail will be sorely missed.” Judy
thanked Julie for providing her an opportunity to be part of the Community Visitors Group,
along with Bec and Jane and for her work on the Finance Committee. Judy thanked Julie
for all the help she has provided as a member on the BMRSG Management Committee
and as a BMRSG volunteer.

Guest Speaker - Liz Wong

Jane McQueen infroduced Liz Wong, who gave a tribute to Marie Standen who was one
of the founding members of BMRSG and who recently passed away. The fribute captured
Marie Standen’s dynamic personality and her immense contributions to refugee
advocacy and the cause.

Guest Speaker — Dorothy Hoddinott AO

Jane McQueen infroduced Dorothy Hoddinott, who is committed to education and social
justice. Her achievements are numerous, some of which are listed below.

Ms Hoddinott has played a critical role in the development and implementation of
appropriate English language syllabi for students that speak English as a second language.
She is the author of the Professional Teachers’ Council Human Rights Policy (2002).

In recognition of her commitment to education and social justice for immigrant and
refugee students she was made an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2008, received the
Medal of the Australian College of Educators in 2012 and, in 2014, she was awarded the
Australian Human Rights Medal for her work protecting the human rights of refugee and
disadvantaged students.

Dorothy spoke about her experience, working with refugee children and shared her
knowledge. She welcomed the recent High Court decision, which had ruled indefinite
detention as illegal. She highlighted that Australia was signatory to all the rights
conventions, but noted that the conventions had not been translated into Australian Law,
which conftributes to unlawful government actions.

She drew attention to the work by RACS for those with TPVs and SHEVs. She shared her
experiences of working with young students who were unable to get into terfiary
education as there was no pathway. Dorothy set up a fund for a young student wanting to
leave school because she did not have this pathway. This enabled the student to finish her
Secondary education with a very high ATAR and she went on to complete her tertiary
education successfully. She was eligible for HECS, but not for HECS HELP. She highlighted
the issues faced by refugee students who were required to pay international student fees if
they do not receive a RoS (Resolution of Status visa). Also, those people who have
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completed studies were not eligible to be employed in the Public Sector if they did not
have eligible visas.

Another key issue Dorothy raised was that there was insufficient statistical information on
refugees being collected by state governments. She suggested that this granular
information about refugees would be very helpful. Additionally, when refugees received
their Australian citizenship, all information pertaining to their humanitarian visa history is
removed from their records.

She concluded her talk by emphasising the importance of working collectively to help the
refugee cause.

Jane thanked Dorothy on behalf of BMRSG.
General Business
Roger Grealy moved a motion on the recent High Court decision.

‘Following the High Court ruling of 8 November 2023 that indefinite detention is unlawful
and unconstitutional, we the BMRSG members at the 2023 AGM, call on the Minister for
Immigration to grant Protection Visas to those asylum seekers on Bridging Visas, who the
government is unlikely fo remove in the foreseeable future’.

Motion moved by Roger Grealy/ seconded by Guy Power Unanimous
Guest Speaker - Ali

Jane McQueen infroduced Ali, an Afghan man who has been in Australia for 11 years who
talked about his journey as a refugee.

He was infroduced to BMRSG by a friend and is being supported by our Community Visitor
program. He has recently received his work rights and is hopeful of starting work in the
near future. He thanked BMRSG and in particular Jude, Mary and Jane for all the help and
support provided.

Meeting close: 3.20 PM
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Chairperson’s Report

Over the last year BMRSG has continued to work with the many NGOs and voluntary
organisations involved in the refugee landscape. The cost-of-living increases and housing
affordability issues impacting refugee families particularly harshly have seen our
community visitors and members give their all. The overriding sense of social justice and
compassion that our organisation is guided by has meant that BMRSG has been able to
offer support in many ways including friendship, legal fees, school support, sewing
machines to women in the Tamil community, tutoring and help dealing with government
agencies and departments.

BMRSG has risen to the challenges involved in trying to persuade the federal government
to adhere to the UN Refugee Convention. Current visa policies create many of the
problems facing the refugees we support, particularly around issues of permanency and
daily living assistance. Thank you to our members who are relentless in their advocacy to
right the wrongs.

This year we have had 2 of our long-term members recognised with
awards for their services to refugees and social justice. We congratulate
Joy Connor OAM and Blue Mountains Senior Citizen of the Year Jacqui
Mayers for their well-deserved tributes.

It has been an honour to be Chair of such a wonderful organisation for the past year and
to have the joy and privilege to work with the dedicated, principled and very capable
Management Committee and our wonderful supporters.

Let’s continue to work together to create positive change and renew hope for those
refugees and seekers of asylum who depend on us.

To deny people their human rights is fo challenge their very humanity. Nelson Mandela

I would like to express my gratitude to all BMRSG members and supporters for your
steadfast and passionate commitment to refugee support and advocacy over the past 12
months.

Kathie Herbert

Chairperson

6 Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group Inc | Annual Report 2023-2024



Community Visitors

It has been a year of great gains for some of the families and individuals supported by
BMRSG’s Community Visitors Program.

The intfroduction of the Resolution of Status (RoS) visa last year has made a significant
impact on the lives of many of the refugees that we know. Since the creation of this new
visa in 2023, those with a SHEV or TPV have been granted permanent residence and can
eventually apply for citizenship. Along with the financial and emotional security that
permanent residence brings, those with RoS visas can apply for family reunion. Already
some have been able to bring family fo Australia, being reunited with partners and
children after many years of separation.

Unfortunately, on the flip side, we confinue to visit people who are caught in visa limbo.
Some have been in Australia for 12 years or more. They are still on Bridging Visas or have no
visa at all. Over 10,000 refugees in Australia, many Sri Lankan Tamils, are caught in this
terrible situation. This places an enormous toll on their mental and physical health.

Our loyal group of Community Visitors continue to work tirelessly to
improve the lives of asylum seekers and refugees. The depth of skill and
experience, and the tenacity of BMRSG visitors is reflected in the regular
wins for the people they visit. Their advocacy includes liaison with
schools, health practitioners, real estate agents, Centrelink, Home Affairs,
lawyers, employers - and so much more. It’s an honour fo work with them
and | thank them for all that they do.

My thanks also to Jane McQueen for her guidance and friendship this year (and for taking
the minutes at our CV meetings).

Judy Lynch

Community Visitor Co-ordinator
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Villawood Visitors

The Villawood Detention Cenfre visiting tfeam stay in touch via a WhatsApp group and
continue to be in fouch with refugees we met and made friends with in detention, and
provide information to each other over any needs that arise. Currently we are not in touch
with any refugees in detention as they were all moved out following the High Court
decision.

We aftend the Detention Working Group (part of the Asylum Seeker Interagency), who are
negotiating with Border Force and Serco for a resumption of the Trusted Visitors program.
With co-ordinators from other groups, we have had a visit and tour of the Villawood facility
and the new Border Force Manager seems to be making valiant efforts to humanise the
environment and is very keen for visiting to resume. She has offered to organise barbeques
and other ways of connecting with detainees. We have worked with Anna Buch from the
Eastern Suburbs group on a list of what we need for the trusted Visitors program to work.

Until the Trusted Visitors program is once more in place we can only
reliably offer reqular contact by phone and help with phone top ups and
other necessaries. We have had several enquiries from new people
wanting to join the team and will organise fraining once the program is in
place.

Involvement in International Research

On 30 August eight members of BMRSG, all of whom have been involved in visiting
refugees in detention met with researcher Andonea Dickson from Edinburgh University to
take part in an international research project on the use of mandatory detention in
Australia, its impacts and the strategies used to try and mitigate its effects on detainees.
Two other members of BMRSG provided written responses.

This was an encouraging process as it will feed into any campaign to abolish this practice.
In every other country in which mandatory detention is in place major organisations
actively campaign against the practice itself as it is ineffective according to internafional
research, highly expensive, against the UN Charter of Human Rights and destroys people's
lives. In Australia we have focussed on trying to make it bearable and getting people
released.

Joy Connor

Villawood Visitors Co-ordinator
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Youth Shoebox Project

The Youth Shoebox Project will be in its tenth year in 2024 and we expect to see our 3000th
box, not to mention a few extra celebrations. Sadly this will be the last year for me, as | will
be returning to the UK in 2025. We are madly seeking a replacement in the hope that this
change-making project will continue alongside Sue at Able2. The project offers the
chance to welcome and show generosity to children from families seeking refuge and
asylum, spreading love, support and connection to them at Christmas. The photos below
show the joy and excitement that opening a shoebox can bring, as well as some of the
young people involved.

This is a collaborative, feel-good project engaging schools, youth services, individual
families and community organisations in the mountains and nearby. Originally imagined by
two inspiring young women from Winmalee High School as a project by young people for
young people, it has now become embedded into the yearly calendar of our local
community across all age groups. The generosity of our wonderful community knows no
bounds and we were proud to say almost all the secondary schools and many primary
schools in our Blue Mountains got involved in the project last year.

The ongoing partnership between disability provider Able2 and BMRSG produced yet
another record year in 2023. We collected and distributed a record 515 boxes to refugee
families. This makes a fantastic grand fotal of 2933 boxes since we began. Some of our
boxes even made it as far as Canberra. We were also thrilled to learn that approximately
half of our boxes were to be distributed by the team that meet new arrivals at the airport.
What a great welcomel!

Each year we witness what a huge difference the boxes can make to
the lives of both giver and receiver. A message of welcome alone can
have a powerful effect on someone and is often the most treasured item
in the box. Whether they are newly arrived, or have been here for a
while, it is an important acknowledgement that those seeking asylum or
refuge here in Australia are seen and not forgotten.
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For the giver, participating in the Youth Shoe Box Project is an opportunity to spread
kindness, empathy, compassion and connection. For schools the shoebox project offers a
fun way to practice life skills like collaboration, creativity and resourcefulness. Much to our
delight, a third high school student has now gained a scholarship to university through their
leadership of the project.

All confributions to the project are welcome, big and small, whether it's a completed box,
a single item or a collection of things; a message; some wrapping paper or a donation
tfowards these.

For further information, for our flyer and updates, see our Facebook page: Youth Shoebox
Project, or contact jackie@bmrsg.org.au

Jackie Mayers

Youth Shoebox Project Co-ordinator
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Social Media

Social media is an important aspect of the work of the Education/Advocacy Group and
online fundraising.

We continued to work across the platforms of Facebook (4,500 followers), Instagram
(@bmrefugee — 784 followers), X Twitter (@BMRSG1-580 followers) and on our website
hitp://www.bmrsg.org.au/ to provide a consistent message to promote our events, send
out calls for action, raise funds and inform about refugees issues.

For many of our 4500 followers on Facebook and on Twitter, particularly for those who rely
on social media for their news, we provide a news service on current issues such as
Australia’s tfreatment of refugees, good news stories about people who came as refugees
and advocacy around refugees. This includes the re-posting of relevant articles from
online sources such as Guardian Australia, Crikey, Pearls and Irritations and Eureka Street.

People also access our social media to keep up fo date with breaking
news, relevant events, the work of BMRSG, current campaigns and
writing to politicians. People interested in contacting BMRSG can do so
through our social media sites.

We support and promote the campaigns that are led by the main advocacy groups and
respond fo requests from likeminded groups to promote relevant issues, petitions, and
stories.

Graeme Swincer continues to add current arficles on the situafion in Iran and Sri Lanka
where some seeking asylum are still being returned. His articles are referenced by legal
teams and they are accessible to all on the BMRSG website.

We disseminated the Newsletter twice a month to 982 supporters. Through this we told
stories of the work of BMRSG volunteers, especially Community Visitors, we celebrated
successes of members of our reflugee community, advocated for more humane
treatment, promoted relevant events and fundraised. We promoted the Youth Shoebox
Project as well as some of the unsung volunteers who promoted the cause during Refugee
Week.

We continued GiveNow campaigns in FY 2024. These included Santa’s Little Helper which
raised funds to provide Christmas packs of toiletries, tracksuits etc for men in Villawood
Detention Centre, and Pledge a Roof over their Heads to raise funds fowards the
increasing requests for rental relief. These funds raised around $20,000.

Ruby Hammond Memorial Scholarship Fund. Ruby Hommond was a great social justice
advocate and supporter of BMRSG who died suddenly at 19 years of age. Her family and
friends set up a scholarship fund in her name to help a young refugee to study in the
health science area. The fund has raised more than $37,000.

I wish to thank our volunteers who work in BMRSG social media and the newsletter, to Julie
Brackenreg with Facebook, Constance Ellwood, Jess Steele and Barbara Barnard, helping
with the Newsletter and especially, Judy Lynch, for giving regular updates on the needs of
those visited by community visitors and all those who send in articles, photos and
information to the newsletter.

Contact: socialmedia@bmrsg.org.au

Pat Rayner

Social Media Co-ordinator
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Phones, Tablets and Computers

Computers

Demand for computers was very high earlier this year and we were fortunate to have
donations fo more than match requirements. Throughout this period, | distributed three
tablets and 17 laptops.

Recently demand has fallen away. However, | have a number of laptops ready to go
when required. Donations have come via BMRSG members and friends but also the Judith
Neilson Foundation. Six of these were high spec laptops which we rarely receive.

Currently 50 Chromebooks have been made available by Smithfield Public School and
Sulo will use them with the Tamil English language learning group in Toongabbie.

Merren Dargan

Computer Co-ordinator

Phones and Tablets

The collection of smart phones has been very slow. There are few donations, and these
phones have not been recent models.

This is of importance as some earlier models will not function now that 3G is phased being
out. Fortunately, there have been only few requests for phones from refugees and their
families.

There have been requests for phones that we have been able to supply, which has made
a difference to the people receiving them. For that reason, | would like to continue the
project developing a strategy to seek more donations.

Contact for smartphones, computers and tablets: bmrsgcomputers@gmail.com

Robert Foster

Phone and Tablets Co-ordinator
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Education and Advocacy

Education and advocacy are essential strategies in changing hearts and minds so that
ultimately refugees and seekers of asylum will be made welcome, and are freated with
fairness and compassion with their human rights upheld.

The need for advocacy on behalf of refugees has not diminished, even
though there are many more positives than there were two years ago.

BMRSG has made submissions to the government regarding two Migration Amendment
Bills this year, both of which would negatively impact refugee lives. Fortunately, the second
bill on removal of refugees to their country of origin was withdrawn as Senate approval
was not forthcoming.

We have also supported sector wide campaigns to free and support the former Manus
Island detainees in PNG, a permanent pathway for the legacy caseload, humanitarian
visas for Afghans, and an end to the Pacific Solution and offshore processing and
mandatory detention.

Our advocacy is informed and strengthened by working with many other refugee
organisations such as Rural Australians for Refugees, Australian Refugee Advocacy
Network, Refugee Council of Australia, Amnesty Internatfional Australia, Sydney Alliance,
Detention Working Group, Tamil Refugee Council, Asylum Seeker Interagency, Asylum
Seeker Resource Centre and Grandmothers for Refugees.

Throughout the year we attended rallies, wrote many letters, made submissions, and spoke
to schools and community groups.

Our social media, newsletter and website are expertly managed by Pat Rayner who with
her passion for refugee issues, and sharp political mind means we are well informed on a
daily basis.

[ thank all our members and supporters for their passionate commitment to refugees
throughout the year and the years ahead.

Together we shall overcome.

Kathie Herbert,

Education and Advocacy Co-ordinator
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Letter Writing Group

The letter writing group continues to meet on a monthly basis to discuss current refugee
and asylum seeker issues. After each meeting letters are regularly written to the Minister for
Home Affairs, the Minister for Immigration and the Prime Minister as well as our local
member, Susan Templeman, NSW Federal Senators, Greens Senators, Teals Senators,
Independents and Parliamentarians for Refugees. Over 700 letters annually come from our
group to those who may wield some influence.

The issues we focused on this year include:

¢ Nauru and the secrecy surrounding ifs re-opening;

e The Migration Amendment (Removal and Other Measures) Bill 2024 which would
have made it a criminal offence for a non-citizen to not cooperate in their
deportation process— our group sent 5 submissions opposing the Bill;

e Supporting Amnesty’'s ongoing campaign to bring those remaining men on PNG
back to Australia and provide them with pathways to get to third country option;

e Permanence for the 8,000 legacy caseload who are still on bridging visas after 11
years as a result of the unfair Fast Track processing system and

e Finally reminding the ALP of its pre-election platform on refugees and asylum
seekers and requesting that they commit to honouring their stated goals.

On all counts it has been a disappointing year in terms of the results of our campaigns. We
tend to receive form letter responses (if any!) that abrogate government of all
responsibility for the men left in PNG; Nauru is rarely commented on due to matters of
“National Security”; the Migration Amendment Bill passed with some further amendments;
and the policy platforms outlined on the ALP welbsite are platforms only — not
commitments. However, we remain hopeful that the 8,000 long term refugees on bridging
visas may achieve permanence. This campaign is ongoing.

We remain optimistic that our letters have some impact on holding the
government to account.

Because we are part of the broader Australian Refugee Action Network, our efforts are not
carried out in isolatfion. Many groups access the Letter Writing Kits produced by the ARAN
group and agitate for change. Letters, emails, postcards and petitions let Parliamentarians
know that we are watching.

Judy Reynolds

Letter Writing Group Co-ordinator
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Legal

The major focus of our legal work has continued to be assisting
applicants for visas whose matters are going to Court, or are presently
before the Courts.

We have one family whose case came before the Melbourne registry of the Federal
Circuit Court before COVID hit and has not yet been reactivated. This is causing distress to
the family members who want their visa applications to be determined one way or the
other. They are hopeful, of course, that they will be granted visas with rights fo work and
receive Centrelink, Medicare and other services. If they are unsuccessful at Court, they at
least know they can lodge an appeal or make an application to the minister, or af the
very worst make arrangements to leave the country. As it is now, they are suffering
significant emotional and psychological stress because of the complete uncertainty of this
sifuation. We are remaining in contact with the Court to see what can be done to bring
the proceedings forward.

Another matter before the Court was GG which was reported about extensively last year.
In this there were two lots of proceedings relating to a refusal by the former minister to
grant a visa to our client, who had been held in detention at Vilawood Detentfion Centre.
We were hopeful that the Federal Circuit Court Judge would join the former Minister in the
proceedings so that we could interrogate him as to the failures of his department to give
proper consideration to our client’s application.

Our client is an asylum seeker from Sudan who cannot possibly be returned to his country
because of the degree of social and political unrest and violence there. The judge did not
give us the orders we sought when this matter was last before Court in October 2023, and
we lodged an appeal against her decision. There was a very large amount of work done
by the barrister who was assisting us, but he required further funds to proceed with the two
applications. We had already exhausted the funds which BMRSG provided for him and as
a consequence the barrister returned the brief. We were then able to engage another
senior counsel who was very supportive. He looked at the Court situation and advised us
to withdraw the appeal but to proceed on one of the grounds of the initial application.

Dr Hal Ginges

Legal Co-ordinator and Public Officer
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Fund Raising

There were a couple of events over 2023-24. In October 2023 singer Judy Small gave a
very entertaining concert at Blackheath. Her songs highlighted many of the social and
political issues experienced in Australia over the years. And the Trivia Night in May,
organised and run by Vonnie Lollback, was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. It proved to
be a great opportunity for members and friends to catch up.

The work of the BMRSG would not be possible without the generosity of
all the supporters from the BMRSG community, both individuals and
organisations, who have kindly donated throughout the year.

Without these donations we would not be able to provide financial support to refugees
living in the community. The Judith Neilson Foundation and the Blue Mountains Quakers
have once again made significant contributions which have helped expand our capacity
to assist refugees. Our heartfelt thanks to all.

Donations and Grants $143,955.21

Fund Raising Events $13,416.99

Barbara Barnard

Fundraising Co-ordinator
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Treasurer’'s Report

Financial Year Ending June 30th, 2024

There is a well-worn saying that: - Slow and steady wins the race which is both
encouraging and frustrating to us at times — even sometimes simultaneously!

Encouraging, because of the gradual increase in the numbers of individuals and families
that we have seen absorbed into local life - but which yet have many hurdles to
overcome.

Frustrating, because of the lack of official progress for our remainder who perhaps languish
under officialdom’s false impression that since Biloela, all problems are solved, which is far
from the case.

Income for the year was a total $164K, almost covering our expenses for the year of $167K.
We are indeed grateful to all our loyal supporters.

A legal fund has been established for the specific purpose of effective case resolution. A
trust fund was also established in the accounts for this year viz; the Ruby Hammond
Memorial Fund which supports special projects for successful applicants.

It is not surprising that our rental support rose from 49% of total expenses
in 2022-23 to 61% in 2023-24.

This has meant that our community visitor assessors have the difficult task of the ongoing
assessment of the needs of the refugees we support.

My thanks go retiree Eva Trcka for her conftributions and also to Eunice Goodberg, Judy
Lynch and Jane McQueen for their contfinuing involvement.

Contact: tfreasurerdonations@bomrsg.org.au

L Brackenreg

Treasurer
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BMRSG Expense Analysis Financial Year 2023-2024

H Admin

B Back to School

H Christmas

" Food

H Legal

B Medical

1 Miscellaneous
NolnterestLoans

Phone&IT

Rent

2023-24 $ %
Admin 8.890 5%
Back to School 8.550 5%
Christmas 2,100 1%
Food 30,314 18%
Legal 2,200 1%
Medical 4,719 3%
Miscellaneous 2,271 1%
NolnterestLoans 4,000 2%
Phone&IT 1,437 1%
Rent 102,956 61%
Total 167,437 100%

To view BMRSG FY 2024 financial statements go to Australian Charities and Not-For Profits
Commission (ACNC) website.

https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity/charities/e7d2a2a6-3aaf-e811-a963-
000d3ad244fd/documents/
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Auditor’s Report

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT TO MEMBERS OF THE:-

BLUE MOUNTAINS REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP INC.

I have conducted an independent audit of the Financial Summary report and all associated
records for the Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group In¢. and declare: -

A] The accounts show a true and fair view of the financial result of all fundraising,
donation and performance activity for the year ending June 30% 2024.

Bj] The accounts and associated records have been properly kept during that year and are
backed up in the cloud under the Quick Books system, and

] All monies received arising from Refugee activities has been properly accounted for and
applied to their designated purpese

D] At the date of this declaration, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Blue
Mountains Refugee Support Group Inc will be able to pay its debt commitments as and when
they become due and payable

Dominic Burke

Auditor

Date > é’[ 9 (?'L{—

AUDITOR’S INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION TO THE DIRECTORS,
COMMITTEE MEMBERS of the Biue Mountains Refugee Support
Group Inc.

In relation to my audit of the Financial Report for the Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group
Inc for the financial year ending June 30™, 2024; to the best of my knowledge and belief, there

has been no contravention of the auditor independence requirements of the Corporations Act
2001 — were those requirements to apply with respect to the association - or any other applicable

code of professional conduct_g
Dominic Burke ,/ J/l{

Auditor

Date ’A(;.[q (;LL‘!’
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