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To The Secretary Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee
Dear Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee,
RE: Migration Amendment Bill 2024

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission in relation to the Migration
Amendment Bill 2024.

Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group is the largest voluntary support organisation in
Australia and has been working tirelessly to support and to seek justice for refugees for 23
years.

It is profoundly disappointing that the government is conducting a race to the boftom in the
treatment of refugees and seekers of asylum; legislating cruelty and injustice, disavowing the
U.N Human Rights and Refugee Conventions to which we are a signatory. The Albanese
Government, by presenting this Bill undermines the rule of law; it is unjust, unprecedented
and goes against the spirit of the law.

It blatantly discriminates against refugees and asylum seekers; no matter where you were
born everyone has aright to protection of the law.

The Bill gives wide ranging and draconian powers to the Government to deport people to
unspecified third countries, where they could face persecution and even death.

The Bill expands the Minister's power to overturn findings of refugee status and deport those
who have lived here for years and have family members who are Australian Citizens.

The Bill will allow for the gross breach of people’s privacy by sharing their history with foreign
governments.

The Bill will overide Australian Court orders forbidding curfews and ankle bracelets on
Bridging Visa holders.

The Bill will protect the government from being sued for causing harm due fo refoulement,
which is prohibited by International and EU law.

It is our group’s opinion that the Government is rushing this Bill through parliament
deliberately with little fime for consultation or deliberation.

This Bill affects a wide range of people and will have a broad range of negative impacts on
those in our community who have come seeking our protection. BMRSG has been involved
with many of those who will be adversely impacted by this legislation desire fo punish and
condemn, our friends. These people have fled violence, torture and discrimination from
countries such as Sri Lanka, Burma, Afghanistan, Irag and Iran.
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Our group knows of many refugees who have been waiting for up to 12 years for their visa
status to be determined. Many of these are on Bridging Visa E, a group who could be
impacted by this Bill. Living in “visa limbo™ has had a profound impact on their physical and
mental health. These are families whose children have spent their formative years in Australia.
These are people who work, pay tax and contribute to our society. Some of them have
children who have been granted Australian citizenship. We strongly oppose any legislation
that could potentially see them deported and families torn apart.

As you would be aware thousands of people who are on Bridging Visas will, if this Bill is passed
, be in fear of being detained or deported. The Bill's broad powers will allow the Minister to
overturn protection findings issue deportation orders.

We oppose the Migration Bill in it’'s entirety.

We recommend that the Bill not be passed.

Kathie Herbert

Chairperson BMRSG

Judith Lynch,

Vice Chairperson BMRSG

On behalf of our membership
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