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SUBMISSION TO REVIEW OF AUSTRALIA’S HUMANITARIAN PROGRAM

Background and Summary

The Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group joins with others including the peak bodies Refugee Council
of Australia (RCOA), Australian Refugee Advocacy Network (ARAN) and Rural Australians for Refugees
(RAR) in respecting the integrity of Australia’s Humanitarian Program and calling for changes, and we
endorse their submissions.

The Tibetan community in the Blue Mountains

There is a well-established community of Tibetan refugees in the Blue Mountains, NSW. These are
refugees or children of refugees who fled Tibet following the Chinese occupation in the 1950’s. Most
arrived in Australia on humanitarian visas. Tibetans continue to leave their homeland to seek safety
from persecution. In their homeland they cannot freely study their language or practice their religion.
Political dissent is prohibited. Those who are politically active face imprisonment, physical abuse and
torture.

The Tibetan community in the Blue Mountains have been welcomed with warmth and friendship. They
have made positive contributions to the local community - cultural, social and economic. They also
provide practical and emotional support to newly arrived refugees and are recognised by the Settlement
Council of Australia.

This community exemplifies how a proper commitment to our humanitarian obligations can benefit both
those seeking asylum, and the community that hosts them. We reject any cuts to Australia’s
Humanitarian Program and any shift away from prioritising referrals from UNHCR within the overall
program. The integrity of the program depends on maintaining a clear focus on protection need.
Resettlement as a durable solution risks becoming meaningless if limited only to those with family or
other links to Australia. There are good examples of refugees settling in regional areas with no
established family or community links
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1. The Proper role of a humanitarian program:

e Atangible demonstration of Australia sharing responsibility to support countries hosting millions
of refugees. Our resettlement efforts send an important message to host countries that they are
not alone and encourages them to maintain or expand the quality of protection they offer
refugees.

e A meaningful way to prevent dangerous, irregular onwards movements by both maintaining
hope that refugees have options for a permanent solution while also supporting the protection
spaces available in host countries.

e Life-saving action for refugees with no other durable solution available to them.

e The humanitarian program represents a very small portion of overall net migration (6%) but has
a big impact for the families resettled, for Australia’s international relations and for what we gain
as a country.

2. Principles that should underscore the Humanitarian program

I. Protection focus: The Humanitarian Program must retain its focus as a protection tool and
prioritise refugees for resettlement first and foremost based on protection need. This
protection focus should also encompass the flexibility and responsiveness required to adapt
to emerging crises and to ensure that emergency and priority cases can be processed in a
timely manner.

Il. Non-discriminatory: The primary goal of the Program should ensure that a person’s need for
protection, rather than other factors, is the primary consideration when granting a visa.

.Responsive: Australia’s Humanitarian Program should have built in flexibility and unallocated
places to respond to emerging or changing crises impacting refugee communities.

IV.Family unity: The Humanitarian Program should ensure family unity is a core principle of
policy and program design and ensuring timely and accessible pathways for family
reunification for refugees separated through displacement or resettlement.

V. Transparency and accountability: The planning and delivery of the Humanitarian Program
should be underpinned by principles of openness and transparency, informed by accessible
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data, and co-designed with refugee community members and organisations, local, state, and
commonwealth governments, and civil society.

Vl.International responsibility sharing: Resettlement as a durable solution through the
Humanitarian Program should play a strategic role in a whole-of-government approach aimed
at supporting and furthering international leadership on refugee protection. Australia has an
important and strategic role to play in refugee resettlement and humanitarian protection.
Australia has the opportunity to work closely with like-minded countries both to support their
leadership on key refugee issues and to provide leadership on refugee protection in the Asia-
Pacific region.

3. Obstacles to the integrity of Humanitarian program

- Expanded ministerial powers to block entry for temporary visa holders from overseas via
the Migration Amendment (2026 Measures No. 1) Act 2026,

- Expanded offshore processing, and third-country arrangements
- limitations on procedural fairness in migration decisions

Current policy settings are restricting access to protection pathways

4. Need for respectful dialogue

The recent public discourse and political debate about people from migrant, refugee and asylum
seeking backgrounds has contributed to both mis- and disinformation conflating migration
numbers with cost of living and housing pressures. Political leadership through a strong rejection
of this fallacy is urgently required. We need dialogue and action that contributes to creating a
sense of belonging for both new arrivals and long-established communities.

5. Avoid considering changes based on cost reduction alone

Treating the refugee program primarily as fiscal expenditure risks reducing people to economic
units, rather than recognising their protection needs, human rights and the broader social,
cultural and civic contributions they make to Australian society.
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Savings can be made through means other than reducing the number of people assisted by the
Humanitarian Program. Allocations for immigration compliance and deterrence measures
consistently and significantly outstrip funding for refugee support and assistance.

6. The different visa classes in the Humanitarian Program — argument to increase places for the

Community Support Program

- UNHCR-referred resettlement — fully supported by government

- Proposer-referred resettlement (a form of named sponsorship) — mostly supported by
government

- Community sponsorship (CSP) — mainly supported by proposer

- Education pathway — costs shared by educational facilities and pro bono groups

- Onshore Protection — people arriving on different non-humanitarian visas applying for
asylum and found to be refugees.

The major backlog in CSP has undermined its effectiveness. Lengthy multi-year delay in
processing means that sponsors ’ability to support has often changed, and the intended jobs are
no longer available. The risk of CSP families arriving and quickly finding themselves in situations
of acute precarity and financial stress without a safety net is currently high.

We recommend making additional CSP places available but not at the expense of UNHCR-
referred resettlement.

7. Need for continuing support of settlement services

Community-led initiatives and support, when coordinated with government funded settlement
services, contribute to more effective and sustained settlement outcomes. Well-established
diaspora communities in Australia are often able to provide culturally appropriate support,
social networks and practical assistance that help new arrivals navigate early settlement
challenges.
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Community capacity should complement rather than replace core government-funded
settlement services, particularly for people with complex needs. Maintaining this balance is
critical for government to ensure adequate support, reduce pressure on costly and
overburdened services, and achieve stronger, more sustainable settlement outcomes.

Yours sincerely

GM«/, \N\/\ ~Ch

Judy Lynch, Chair, Blue Mountains Support Group
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